
November 3rd, 2008        
 
Dear DAV of MN Member,  
 
As Veterans Day approaches, it is every DAV members’ duty to keep the memory of our wartime sacrifice alive in the hearts of the American
people.  As part of this mission, the DAV of MN Foundation is providing funds to the statewide MN Veterans Homes for p rograms honoring 
veteran residents. It is always an inspiration to see these residents, most of them aged, to stand tall, salute the flag with trembling hands and 
tears as they sing the National Anthem. At the end of the day, at each of the statewide home s, they return to their rooms and most likely turn 
on their TVs (also provided by the DAV of MN Foundation), and continue to see Americans across the nation honor veterans. The two 
programs mentioned above are only two of the many MN DAV programs across th e State that serve our veterans. These are all possible 
because of generous DAV members who support our DAV of MN Foundation .

DAV of MN Foundation …… What is it? What does it do? 
The DAV of MN Foundation is involved in fundraising for MN Disabled American Veterans programs and also provides grants to the 
Department of MN DAV and their Chapters and Units for state and local veteran’s service programs. The DAV of MN Foundation uses its
funds three different ways: 
Endowment – Funds that are endowed and only interest and dividends from this fund are used for programs…These funds ensure the life of 
the Foundation. Recently the Board of Trustees and the Executive Committee transferred $10,000 into the endowment fund. 
Restricted Funds – Funds that when given, the donor designated the funds be used for a specific purpose so they are restricted in use and must 
be used as the donor designated. Some donors prefer these funds because of their wish to give to certain programs. 
Unrestricted Funds – Funds that when donated are not designated for any specific program or purpose other than veterans programs. It is 
important we have undesignated funds that allow the Board of Directors to route financial grants to Chapters/Units/Organizations requesting 
grants for specific projects and causes serving veterans outside of our specific funds scope. Donors can also specify and designate new funds.

We have many designated restricted funds established by donors to our Foundation. They are:  
MN DAV National Service Officers Fund - designated for outreach, education, office equipment and administrative help. 
North Dakota DAV National Service Officers Fund  - designated to assist the office in Fargo, that supports Northern MN Veterans.
Homeless/Needy Veteran Fund - designated to assist needy and homeless veterans with clothing or other emergency assistance required. 
DAV Transportation Fund - designated to help support the DAV transportation programs at the St. Cloud and Minneapolis VAMCs. This  
Program involves the vans and volunteer drivers who transport veterans to and from their medical appointments at the VA Medical Centers  
from  across MN Counties and metro areas.  
DAV Department Office Fund - designated to assist the DAV Department office with educat ion, office equipment and outreach. 
DAV Auxiliary Fund - designated to assist the Auxiliary Department with travel expenses, education and equipment. 
DAV County Van Fund  - designated to assist the Statewide Counties with grants of $2000 towards  the purchase of County vans used to 
transport veterans to the VAMC when they request it as part of their community fundraising efforts for the van.  
Minneapolis, St. Cloud or Fargo VAVS Fund - designated to help the Volunteer Services at the hospital with expenses incurred with the  
volunteer programs and provide finances for DAV programs targeting veterans at the VA.
Minneapolis, Hastings, Fergus Falls, Silver Bay or Luverne Veteran s Home Fund - designated to help each of the 5 MN veterans’ homes 
with their outreach programs i.e. the TV programming, closed circuit TV system, employee and volunteer recognition and entertainment for 
residents. 
MN Veterans Home TV Replacement Fund  - designated to provide the funds necessary to replace the TVs in the residents rooms and 
dayrooms  in the Statewide MN Veterans Homes. This is a major project costing more than $200,000.  
Armed Forces Service Center (AFSC) Fund - designated to assist the AFSC with monthly expenses they incur with providing support to 
veterans and their families at the Mpls/St. Paul International Airport 
Friends of the Minneapolis Veterans Homes Fund – This fund was established by the 934th Air Lift Wing at the Minneapolis Airpor t (Air 
Force Reserve) to recognize staff at the Minneapolis Veterans home. They felt strongly that recognition of staff, especially those that go  
beyond the call of duty, was very important… and ask that others join them in their effort. 
 
The Board of Directors ask that you consider the DAV of MN Foundation in your 2008 giving plans… as the Foundation is truly committed 
to "Building Better Lives for Our Country's Disabled Veterans and their Families". We have established a goal of $50,000 for this annual 20 08
appeal to the over 20,000 members in our great State. 
 

As we end the year 2008,  We would like all DAV Chapters, their Auxiliary Units and all the members of Minnesota DAV and DAVA to 
consider a donation to the DAV of MN Foundation . Your generosity is important to our programs. We would appreciate whatever donation
you feel is appropriate.  If each of you (our statewide membership) would donate $25 it would add $500,000 to the Foundation…. $25 will go a
long way in our efforts to build better lives for today’s disabled veterans. 

Remember: “WE MAKE A LIVING BY WHAT WE GET... BUT WE MAKE A LIFE BY WHAT WE GIVE ”.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ---------------
Please consider a donation of:   $10______ $25______ $50______ $100______ Other ________

THANK YOU!! Please note on check which fund you would like your donation designated for if you request a specific designation. However,  
it is important to have undesignated funds as well. All checks should be mailed to: 
DAV of MN Foundation  
State Vets Service Bldg, 3rd Floor
St. Paul, MN 55155

Serving You and MN DAV;  
 
TTiimm OO’’CCoonnnnoorr DDeeaann AAsscchheemmaann
Tim O’Connor, Executive Director     Dean Ascheman, Commander 
DAV of MN Foundation       DAV Department of Minnesota  
 



A SNAPSHOT OF OUR SERVICE TO MN VETERANS IN 2007 -2008

In 2007, the MN DAV Transportation Network transported 26,558 veterans 1,623,221
miles which contributed to 78,987 hours of volunteer time!  

 
Volunteer efforts by DAV chapters, county veteran service officers & other veteran
organizations resulted in over 13,000 volunteer hours donated! 

 
DAV representation before the US Dept. of Veterans Affairs resulted in over $69 Million in 
benefits to MN veterans. This achievement has a significant impact on the veteran and the 
state of MN economy.

Over 1,800 MN Vets received new benefits. Over 3,600 veterans had their claims 
maintained ($37 Million) and/or increased through our MN DAV Service Officers
representation ($14 Million). 

 
MN DAV provided TV programming to over 400 TV’s in the five MN Veterans Homes.
These TV’s were donated by DAV in recent years and we continue to support with TV 
programming. We also provide for the programming for all TV’s at the Mpls VAMC 
thanks to Chapter 1 in Minneapolis. 

 
We have funded the establishment of several Hospice Rooms at the St. Cloud VA Medical 
Center.

DAV provided over $70,000 assisting in the funding of statewide DAV chapter programs 
serving disabled veterans and their families. 

 
The DAV of MN provided donated medical equipment (wheelchairs, scooters, walkers, 
electric beds, etc) to disabled veterans and/or families with total value of over $300,000 this 
past year.  

 
The DAV of MN Foundation granted monies to the Minneapolis VAMC for emergency
transportation needs of veterans to return home from extended VA visits.  

 

WE NEED YOUR HELP IN ASSISTING THE DAV IN RAISING FUNDS FOR 
OUR PROGRAMS, YOU CAN HELP BY:  

 
o DONATING YOUR USED VEHICLE CALL 651-251-7668

o DONATING USED CLOTHING & HOUSEHOLD ITEMS CALL 651-487-2002

o DONATING FUNDS TO THE DAV OF MN FOUNDATION  
 

Visit our website for more details www.davmn.org  


